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Task for the Workshop!

– Important Terms & Dates

– Preparation Resource Walk Through

– Cracking the Code! – Test Strategies During Test

– Are You READY? – Test Strategies Before Test

– Questions & You Share Take-a-ways 



Testing Calendar Dates

March 6, 2018

FSA - ELA Writing 

Exam Spring 2018

April 17-18, 2018

FSA ELA Reading Test

April 26-27, 2018

FSA/Math Exam Spring 2018

May 1, 2018

SSA – Science 8th

May 8-9, 2018

EOC Exam Algebra 

& Geometry

May 16, 2018

Civics EOC Exam - 7th

Final Exam Week – May 17-22

https://www.pcsb.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=270&PageType=17&DomainID=138&ModuleInstanceID=138&EventDateID=131389
https://www.pcsb.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=270&PageType=17&DomainID=138&ModuleInstanceID=138&EventDateID=131409
https://www.pcsb.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=270&PageType=17&DomainID=138&ModuleInstanceID=138&EventDateID=131410
https://www.pcsb.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=270&PageType=17&DomainID=138&ModuleInstanceID=138&EventDateID=131391
https://www.pcsb.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=270&PageType=17&DomainID=138&ModuleInstanceID=138&EventDateID=131411


What does all this mean?

– FSA: Florida Standards Assessment measures how well you are learning the 

Florida State Standards (learning expectations for ELA and Math per grade level)



Timing 

FSA Writing

– 120 Minutes

– 1 Section

FSA Math

– 60 Minutes

– 3 Sections

FSA Reading

– 85 Minutes

– 2 Sections

Algebra/Geometry EOC

– 90 Minutes

– 2 Sections



What are you being Tested On? 

 FSA ELA



What are you being Tested On? 

 FSA Math



What are you being Tested On? 

 FSA Math



What are you being Tested On? 

 FSA Math



What are you being Tested On? 

 End of Course Exams





FSA Portal Rocks!

Detailed PowerPoints, practice test, reference sheets, real examples with feedback! 

Plus more!!!



ELA - Writing Test Strategies

– Pace yourself--keep an eye on the clock.

– Remember, you are a reader first!

– Read the prompt and dissect first. What is your task?

– There are two types of prompts:

• Argumentative – writing to explain different points of view on a 

topic

• Informative – writing to explain to an audience that doesn’t 

know anything about the topic



ELA - Writing Test Strategies

– While you read:

• Pay attention to titles of all passages

• Pay attention to headings, subheadings, pictures, and captions

• Read all of the text sources and find similar evidence in multiple 

sources

• Locate and use domain-specific vocabulary

• Interact with the text while reading (underline, highlight, etc.)



ELA - Writing Test Strategies

– Planning is SO important. The difference between a "3" 

and a "4" in Focus/Purpose/Organization is having a 

good plan!

– Pace yourself so you can read, plan, write, and edit.

– Use figurative language. It spices up your writing! Using 

similes and metaphors shows critical thinking.



ELA - Writing Test Strategies

– Use transition words!

• First, second, third

• Another, also, in addition, additionally

• Finally, however, therefore

• In fact, for example, of course

• On the other hand, in other words, as a result

• Yet, still, again

• All in all, in conclusion, in summary



ELA - Writing Test Strategies

– ALWAYS cite your evidence!

– Don't summarize--analyze! Readers want to see YOUR thinking.

– Third-person pronouns only. Leave out: I, me, we us, our, 
you/your.

– Elaborate on your evidence. Don't just restate it.

– Intro and conclusion paragraphs are key to your reader. They 
need to know what the essay is about with a little background 
info. They need a conclusion with a wrap-up of your thesis. 

– Reread and double check for errors!



ELA – Reading Test Strategies
(In addition to writing tips)

– Pace yourself--keep an eye on the clock.

– Use the cross out feature for multiple choice. It helps to 
eliminate answers that you know are incorrect.

– Use the highlight feature to highlight where the answer 
is in the text. This will help you focus.

– This is an open book test! Go back to the text again and 
again!



Mathematics Test Strategies 

– Pace yourself--keep an eye on the clock.

– Remember Math has a Language of it’s own! (handout)

– To really learn "how to do" word problems, you will need 

to practice, practice, practice.

– Understanding vocabulary is key! 

– Look for "key" words. Certain words indicate certain 

mathematical operations For example…..



Addition

add(ed) to

all together

both

combined

in all

increase by

more than

perimeter

plus

sum

total

Subtraction

decreased by

difference

fewer than

how many more

left

less

less than

minus

remaining

take away

Multiplication

a

area

multiplied by

of

per

product of

rate

times

triple

twice

Division

divided 

half

how many each

out of

percent

quarter

quotient of

percent

Equals

Is

Are

Was

Were

Will be

Gives

Yields

Sold for



Mathematics Test Strategies 

– You will be given information in mathematical word 

problems which have nothing to do with solving the 

actual problem.  The trick is to understand what you are 

being asked to find (or solve) and then ignore the 

information that is provided to trip you up.

– For example…



Mathematics Test Strategies 

Example:

Erica and her friends had a pizza party. They ordered 8 pizzas. 1/2 of the pizzas 
were large combo pizzas, 1/4 of the pizzas were medium specialty pizzas, and 1/4 
were medium pepperoni pizzas. They also ordered five 2-liter sodas for $1.50 
each. How many medium pepperoni pizzas did Erica and her friends order?

In the problem above, the question is about how many medium pepperoni pizzas 
were ordered. So the extra information is how many sodas and large combo 
pizzas were ordered by Erica and her friends. Now you can solve the problem 
using only the information that's necessary. Erica and her friends ordered 2 
medium pepperoni pizzas. 1/2 of 8 pizzas is 4 pizzas; 1/4 of 8 pizzas is 2 pizzas



Mathematics Test Strategies 

– Know your resources….

• Can I use a calculator?

• What is on my reference sheet

Test Day sheets

Available Online Now!



Overall Reminders Before     

Test Administration 

– Have a Positive Attitude

• Approach the big test as you'd approach a giant jigsaw puzzle. It might be tough, but you 

can do it! A positive attitude goes a long way toward success.

– Practice and build in some familiarity!!!

• Practice on FSA Portal. Familiarize yourself with test structure, navigation tools, reference 

sheets and overall format. This will save time on test day and also ease some anxiety!

– Night Before

• Rest and routine! No cramming. Positive affirmations 

– Morning Of

• Did you know that you think better when you have a full stomach? So do not skip 

breakfast the morning of the test. Get to school early and do a ten-minute power study 

exercise right before the test, so your brain is turned on and tuned up. Ex. Light reading or 

test rubric/reminders



Remember to utilize everything you've 
learned this year. Take a deep breath. 

Show what you know! Your teachers are 
cheering for you and want you to 

succeed! Go ELMS Eagles!


